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The Reagan administration is investigating whether the CIA station chief in
Rome and two of his agents disobeyed presidential orders in connection with the
investigation of the shooting of Pope John Paul II, NBC News reported Wednesday.

The three, whom the network by law ¢id not identify, raised the ire of
officials in Kashington because they refused to stop "descrediting* the
so-called Bulgarian connection in the inguiry of the papal shooting, NBC said.

Mehmet Ali Agca, a Turkish gunman serving a life sentence for the attempted
assassination of the pope on May 13, 1981, has told Italian investigators that
several Bulgarians helped him plan the attack. Bulgaria has denied any
involvement, as has its close ally, the Soviet Union,

Quoting an unidentified key administration source, NBC said the three may be
fired because they allegedly disobeyed orders issued by National Security
Adviser William Clark and CIA director William Casey.

In Washington, CIA spokesman Dale Peterson said "We'll have no comment
until we see* the NBC report.

Sen. Alfonse D'Amato, R-N.Y., said last month after a visit to Rome that he
had been told the CIA was trying to block an investigation into the papal
shooting. :

But President Reagan said at 3 dinner a week later that he favored a full

investigation of the shooting, and Secretary of State Gesrge Shultz denied that
the CIA was seeking to discourage the prabe.

NBC said the Rome agents may have downplayed the Bulgarian connection because
they did not want attention drawn to: ’

An alleged “close working relationship" between them and an Italian labor
leader who was arrested as a Bulgarian spy, or

The possible use of a guns and drug smuggling route between Sofia, Bulgaria,
and Milan, Italy, to run CIlA agents into Eastern Europe.
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The Attack on the Pope:
New Link to Bulganan

By NICHOLAS GAGE

The authorities in Wstem Europe
have information that supparts testi-
mony given to them by & Turkish assas-
sin, Mehmet All Agcs, that when be
tried to kill Pope Johm Paul I on May
13, 1981,hewasacnngatthebehestot
Bulgarian intellipence agents.

Tbeev:dence,thmgbmtaunnhnhe,
includes intormation from a Bulgarian
utﬁunlwhoddaaedtnmnceinlnly
q88l. -

The official, Jor:hn ‘Mantarov, - 48
yaars old, told French ‘imelligence’
agents that the plot to kill the Popewas

devised by the K.G.B., the Soviet imelli-

-gence agency, and by the Bulgarian se-
cret service, which many Western inte}-
hgeneespea_ahmmdervmm

10 Moscow.

mtbandgoodsandsmforthm
boats out of Bulgarian waters. This in-
formation comes from an associate of
Bekir Celenk, & Turikish businessman,
$7ho Mr. Agcs said offered him $1.251

mmm

\”, ‘DetecﬁlesXq;tQﬁct
Nr Mamrovthewgnmwhods

tauadiannce ‘was-deputy commer-

<cial attaché at the Buigarian Embassy.

<quiet by the Frenth lmerna! Coumter-
espiapage Service thatthe French have
only recently told the United States
‘Central Intelligence Agency about it.

According to Freach imtelligence
sources, Mr. Mantarovaoid his dedbries-

"‘Ibeplmvasinwnnp,m-
‘rov said, because the two agencies be-
lieved that the Pope-was the keystone of
& United Stares eHor to subvert the
Polish Government and mmnmy
trom the Communist bloc. -
Tbe Bulgarian Government has
rmned the implication that Bulgarians
{ were tovolved in the assassination .at-
itempt- an the -Pope -entirely -without
:foundation and “a fabrication pm to-
. gether by Western- “imelligence agen-

rasthnhewasndasemendofamgb-
anking official “in the- counterintelti.]
~pence atvision of the Bulgarian state se-
Immw,mhMm Sigur- |
2ost Tbe triend, he said; toid him about
growing ‘alarm in Comrmunist intell-

mgence agencies that the Pope had-been

tmmioninSoﬁainthenmmerof 19&1:0 *etn

4n Paris. His defectionhas been keptso | o

.and the assignme
Bulgarian security
" -«had first-band knot
-pation plot, accor
rov' s s_ratement tc

Mr.
cannot be indeps
‘seems clear that
- important official
arrity agency for
Svirdlev, a forme
garian agency wh
‘pow lives in West ¢
given the pame Dj
kpew of one per
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&mmthem..; e VAT WYARY A AU
1960°s weas in charge of -counterintelli- ;
gmcetoan!,gana'swmandmtb-

-nexghbors ngodma and

jlarer, the forxner eo‘lmel said, Mr..
’Snvwmsenta.bmd:oomnesmo-
‘Dage operations while .serving as the
commercial attaché in a Bulparian em-
bassy. Be-‘could not remember 1o what

Mr. Savovwasassigned, -
3 . 'Defection in Reims in198]

,Asmu-cethhponmcsm'theBnlga:—
jan Embessy in“Paris said Mr. Mants-
OV, wboxsma:nedandhnsadnugmzr,
wes -Geputy commerical attaché from
1979 to-the summer of 1881, whenhed&
tected.rhﬂewsmngnm .

It is po1 known whether French imtel-
lipence officials have-toid the ltalian
authorities about Mr. Mantarov’s dis-
closures,~but it appears unlikely, be-
-cause they are known 1o be protective of
‘the informetion they coliect. Nope -of
the Malizn officials inrerviewed, includ-
ing the ijpvestigeting magistrate, Nlario

msmmmhﬂpm
native Poland. .

- "Mz, ‘Mantarov videntified the high-
ranking Bulgarian officia) as Dimiter |
‘Savavandsaadhewasanotﬁaaloftbe'

“cies. 'I'heSonet.Ummhasmpaatedly
‘genied any rojeinthe attack.

< Mr, Mantarov's-account, aecmmng
i'to French imelligence sources, repre-
sents the first-repor: trom & Bulgarian
Oefector who was in &an official position .
-at the time.of the shooting. It was un- .
eomtdmm:ngatwo-mthmvsnp-
ticn by The New York Times, in seven |
mﬁ.dﬁemm
Mo plot. © G-

" Contacts in Italy -

ThemsngmmalsotmmdthatSeﬂ
ged 1. Antonov, 35, an-officia) of Balkan
Airlines whom the Italians are holding -
on suspicion that he was Mr, Agce's '
Bulgariaz accomplice, ‘repeatedly cun.'
tradicted information be gave to the
Italian authorities about his . TDOVe- |
ments and contacts in Italy. .

And it toxmdthax‘mthshsmugglers
who Mr. Agea said financed his travels -
atier his escape from prisan o Turkey !
in November 1879 -such close tmi
with the Bulgarian guthorities, includ-
ing the state ty police, that they
were provided with depots 10 store their .
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4hey could pot “immediately confirm
'that be was who Mr. Mmmvsmdbe

ze;M.r. "Mzntarov said Mr. Savov told
sirp that in 1975 the K. G.B. concluded
that the -election of Karol Wojryle as
Pope the year before was engineered by :

. wmdigniew Brzezinski, President - Ca:.

“ter's national adviser, who was
Jborn n -Poland. Mr. Brzezinski's pur-
“pose, mﬂns&mtul:be!(.&Bthmk
ing, was 1o take advantage of growing .
unrest in-Poland .and break its ties to
. Moscow. 1t_is Dot clear on whdt basis
%&G,‘B zmght have mched such 2

) RespomemEhcﬂmoIPope
The 1o the election of Pope:

‘John Paul II — made by the Soviet au.

thorities and corveyed to the Bulgar.

Mertelis, gavemyhmtthattheyknew
of the pew defectar. -

tAccording to the French sources, Mr
-Mantarov said the K.G.B. became sus- |

. picious immediately after the election

of Cardinal Wojtyia as Pope in 1978 be-
cause it coincided with growing unrest
in:Poland over corruption.and misman-
agement in the Polish Government.
The Easterr European imelligen
services, especially the K.G.B. and:he
Bulgarian agency, came to believe that
the election of the Pope was engineered -
by Mr. Brzezinski to inspire the Poles to
strike out against the Communist sys-
tem, Mr. Mantarov told his debriefers. | ;
Be said that wbhen unrest mounted in

.pmnmtemgmceagenuabeumewn-
cerped that their fears were correct and
the K.G.B. begnn‘emg discussions with the
Bulgarian in mcesewmeanawny
toeliminate John Panl I1. .

( _ Killingof Turkish Editor
Mr. Mantarov quoted Mr, Savov as
saving Mr. Agca was chosen as the as-
sassin of the Pope becsuse he was
knownthmgbmnthewmldasaﬁght-

ians, according to Mr. Mantarov's ac.
camt—wasm"elxmnate'fr.be Pope, |

" had po links to anv Communist country.

ist afier klling & liberal Turkish news-
paper editor, Abdi Ipekri, in 1879 and

«He was spirited out of & Turkish prison




